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Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— While the details of North 
Brookfield High School’s 
graduation are still being 
nailed down, the students were 
clear they wanted an in-person 
ceremony even if it couldn't be 
the traditional ceremony usu- 
ally taken for granted. 

“Theyre a good group,” 
said Richard Rigney, one of 
two advisers for the Class of 
2020. “They really wanted ev- 
eryone who could be there.” 
At least one member of the 
40-strong senior class is join- 
ing the military, and others 
who are also leaving North 
Brookfield this summer, so se- 
niors wanted to hold it when 
as many people as possible 
were still in town, said School 
Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Lind. 

They also wanted to in- 
corporate as many aspects of 
a traditional graduation as 
possible, which is also in the 
works; current plans are to 


looks to the future 


have a stage for each student 
to walk across and get their di- 
ploma while all other students 
wait in their cars. 

But all the plans must be 
approved by the town’s health 
agent as well as the Board of 
Health first. It has tentative- 
ly been set for Friday, June 
12, at 6 p.m., with rain dates 
for June 13 and 14, at 4 p.m. 
just in case. It will be held on 
the North Brookfield school 
campus. Afterward, a parade 
by seniors in their car may be 
scheduled beginning at 7:30 
p.m., although the route has 
not been completed yet. All 
participants will wear masks 
and adhere to social distanc- 
ing, Lind said. 

North Brookfield’s pub- 
lic access channel will also be 
streaming it live for viewers 
and the school has hired a pro- 
fessional photographer to get 
photos of each senior. 

“There was initial disap- 
pointment that things wouldn't 
be the way they expected them 


Please see CLASS, page 11 
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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


BROOKFIELD — Dr. Rog- 
er Lafleur has been woodwork- 
ing for most of his life, and in 
the near future he will be turn- 
ing what had become a danger- 
ous beech tree into beautifully 
turned bowls. For years, the 
tree from which the beechwood 
came, graced the property of 
Mary Lane in Ware, where he 
was an emergency room doctor 
for many years. 

“Td pass it going to work,” 
he said, noting that it was in 
rough condition when it came 
down last week due to safe- 
ty reasons. The tree, which is 
about five feet around, was 
rotted and had a great deal of 
insect damage as well. “The 
gypsy moths did a number on 
it,” he said. 

Although he’s been retired 
from Mary Lane’s ER for the 
last couple of years, he was 
the one Michelle Holmgren, a 
Mary Lane official, thought of 
as plans to bring the tree down 
progressed. “She knew that I 
do woodturning and that I’m 


Please see TREE, page 13 
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The gazebo on the town common was all ready for Memorial Day, with plenty of flags. 





Forest bathing workshop connects women with woodlands 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 
HARDWICK — It has 


been said being outdoors can 
have a healing quality, not only 
physically, but mentally and 
spiritually as well. In the midst 
of the forest, with the earth be- 
neath our feet, we can separate 
ourselves from the stress of 
the modern world. There is no 


greater need for that separation 
than right now, with most daily 
interactions taking place virtu- 
ally. 

Forest bathing, or shin- 
rin-yoku, became popular in 
the 1980s with the rise of tech- 
nology and computers. Shin- 
rin-yoku gave people relief 
from technology-induced burn- 
out and also helped foster an 
awareness of the natural world. 


The East Quabbin Land Trust, 
with help from the Working 
Forest Initiative, through UMa- 
ss Extension and the state De- 
partment of Conservation and 
Recreation, was able to provide 
a group of women the chance 
to learn this practice and share 
their experiences. 

With the guidance of Na- 
dine Mazzola, author of the 
award-winning book “Forest 


Bathing with your Dog,” and 
founder of New England Na- 
ture and Forest Therapy Con- 
sulting, participants were led 
through a meditative, virtual 
woodland wander. Mazzo- 
la is a certified forest thera- 
py-trained by the Association 
of Nature and Forest Therapy 
Guides and Programs. 

EQLT had hoped to host this 
workshop in person, but the 


coronavirus pandemic prevent- 
ed that from happening safe- 
ly. The next best thing was to 
connect area women virtually, 
after providing them with their 
“homework” - exploring and 
experiencing the forests around 
them. EQLT Executive Direc- 
tor Cynthia Henshaw said, “We 
did originally plan to have an 


Please see FOREST, page 8 
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Sturbridge Scouts enjoyed taking part in Camp Quarantine 2020, which included 
camping at home and taking part in virtual events. 








By Peter Spotts 
Staff writer 


Expanded rail service for 
Chester and Palmer may find 
new support in Sen. Edward 
Markey’s, D-Mass., proposed 
“Brain Train” Act to authorize 
$5 billion dollars annually for 
five years to invest in high-per- 
formance intercity passenger 
rail service. 

Markey said during a vid- 
eo press conference on Friday, 
May 29, rail is needed to bring 
attention to the historically un- 
connected, or un-reconnected, 
communities. He didn’t rule 
out the possibility of adding 
stops in Chester and Palmer 
when asked which towns will 


get rail stops between Boston 
and Pittsfield. 

“We have a plan that would 
potentially go Boston, Fram- 
ingham, Worcester, Palmer and 
Springfield out to Pittsfield. 
That would be how it would be 
envisioned right now,” Markey 
said. “I wouldn't rule out other 
stops if they were deemed to be 
necessary.” 

Westfield was also men- 
tioned as being in the discus- 
sion. Ben Heckscher, cofound- 
er of local advocate Trains in 
the Valley, noted that the more 
stops that are added, reduces 
train travel time. He also point- 
ed out that Western Mass. is 
better connected to Connecti- 
cut and New York than Bos- 


Markey, Neal push for rail funding 


ton. 

Markey strongly feels that 
rail investment is one of the 
ways to combat climate change 
and boost economic recov- 
ery following COVID-19, and 
connecting the eastern and 
western parts of the state, and 
beyond. 

“Despite clear econom- 
ic, environmental, and safety 
benefits, Congress has insuffi- 
ciently invested in expanding 
passenger rail,’ Markey said. 
“Developing and _ restoring 
passenger rail service, espe- 
cially in communities that have 
been under connected, is ex- 
actly the kind of recovery pro- 


Please see FUNDING, page 13 
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Second Chance helping homeless pets to mind their manners 


EAST BROOKFIELD — While Massachusetts 
students continue distance learning, canine students 
are heading back to the ‘classroom’ through Second 
Chance Animal Services’ Project Good Dog. Daisy had 
a very good ‘first day of school.’ Less than 24 hours af- 
ter she arrived at the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office 
to begin behavioral training, the 7-month-old German 
shepherd/collie mix has already met her future owner. 
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As often happens with Project Good Dog participants, 
a staff member has already let program officials know 
they would like to adopt the young pup as soon as she 
graduates. 

Daisy joins Bane, a 2-year-old male rottweiler who 
entered the program for training two weeks ago. A sher- 
iff’s office staff member describes Bane as a big teddy 
bear and reports Daisy and Bane are getting along well. 

Second Chance devel- 
opment director Lindsay 
Doray founded Project 
Good Dog to give home- 
less dogs the best chance 
at a successful adoption. 
According to  Doray 
“while Second Chance 
continues to focus on 
keeping pets out of shel- 
ters in the first place, Proj- 
ect Good Dog plays an 
important role in helping 
our shelter dogs break 
the cycle. It is amazing to 
see the progress each dog 
makes in the program.” 
Doray says that one of 
the best parts of her job is 
seeing the loving updates 


Attention All Seniors, Families of Seniors, Caregivers. 
This is for everyone. 
Cedarbrook Village at Ware Presents... 


Join us for a virtual workshop 
on Effects of Social Isolation 
During COVID-19 


PRESENTED BY TEEPA SNOW 
TUESDAY JUNE 23 - 12 PM. NOON 





the world. 


About Teepa: Teepa Snow 1s an occupational ther- 
apist with over forty years of rich and varied clini- 
cal and academic experience. Her experiences led 
her to the development of the GEMS® dementia 
classification model and the Positive Approach® 
to Care training strategies. Her company, Positive 
Approach® to Care (PAC) provides online and 
in-person education and 
products. Teepa pres- 
ents with extraordinary 
expertise and humor to 
audiences throughout 


Approach 


to Care 
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REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THE EVENT. 
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EVERBROOK 
SENIOR LIVING“ 


Join Cedarbrook Village at Ware, an Ev- 
erbrook Senior Living community, for the 
first of many educational webinars with 
TOP Professionals in the field. It does not 


matter if you have a loved one at home, in a community, cognitively strong or impaired, 
you will gain helpful information in this one-hour webinar that will change your day. 


Cedarbrook Village at Ware —’73 South Street Ware, MA — 413-207-1338 


from adopters who have opened their hearts to the pro- 
gram graduates. 

Project Good Dog, founded in 2015, helps dogs that 
have been surrendered or transferred from other shel- 
ters to become more adoptable. Dogs are paired with 
inmates at local correctional institutions who provide 
24/7 care and training, working with the dogs on so- 
clalization, basic obedience, housebreaking, and some- 
times a trick or two. The program was paused briefly in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic but was quickly 
resumed at the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office. The 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Office Project Good Dog 
Program, nicknamed Freedom Pups, remains tempo- 
rarily on hold to make room for the First Responder 
Recovery Home where first responders can recover 
from COVID-19 without the fear of infecting family 
members. 

In addition to the benefits it provides to dogs, Project 
Good Dog also has a positive impact on the handlers 
who learn patience, compassion, and responsibility. 
Several inmates have shared that caring for a shelter dog 
gives them something rewarding to focus on while they 
transition back into life in the community. 








TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


Top photo, Daisy, of Second Chance Animal Services, on from her way to 
Project Good Dog, who already has a prospective owner waiting in the 
wings. Above, Bane, who entered the Project Good Dog program a few 
weeks ago, who is still waiting for a forever home. 





Merrick Public Library 
re-opened as of June 2 


BROOKFIELD — The Merrick Public Library in 
Brookfield reopened as of Tuesday, June 2, with curb- 
side pickup only. Patrons may request library materi- 
als in a number of ways. 

They can call 508-867-6339, or email brookfield- 
covidl19@gmail.com or log onto their C/W Mars ac- 
count (cwmars.org) and choose “Brookfield Merrick 
Public Library” on the drop-down list. They can also 
use the C/W Mars app to do this. 

Scheduled pickup times will be Tuesday and 
Thursday, 3 to 7 p.m., Wednesday and Friday, noon 
to 4 p.m. When the items are ready for pickup we will 
call or email to schedule a time and day. Items will 
be brought outside. During pickups please social dis- 
tance to six feet and wear masks if other people are 
also picking up. The foyer will be used for pickups 
during rainy weather, with only one person/family in 
the foyer at a time. 

Patrons may now return items to the library. Please 
use the drop box. Returned materials will be quaran- 
tined for three days, then cleaned and checked in per 
CDC guidelines. The library is not accepting book 
donations at this time. 

Until the Massachusetts Library System interli- 
brary loan program starts up again, the library will 
be circulating only library materials from the Brook- 
field library, so there will be a limit of 10 items per 
library card. 

The library will be closed Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. 


BOSTON —The House of Represen- 
tatives and the Senate have approved 
legislation calling for the Department of 
Public Health to expand the amount of 
data it makes available to the public on 
the impacts of COVID-19, including the 
number of residents and staff affected by 
the novel coronavirus at the state’s nurs- 
ing homes, and the Holyoke and Chelsea 
Soldiers Homes. 

House Bill 4672, An Act address- 
ing COVID-19 data collection and dis- 
parities in treatment, also establishes a 
task force to investigate ways to address 
health disparities for underserved and 
underrepresented populations during 
the global pandemic. The bill was enact- 
ed by both legislative branches on May 
28 and is now on Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
desk for his review and signature. 

State Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren) 
said House Bill 4672 requires DPH to 
publish a daily report on the COVID-19 
data it collects from local boards of 
health and elder care facilities. He not- 
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ed that DPH already provides extensive 
data on COVID-19 testing and fatalities, 
but said the bill expands how this infor- 
mation is reported. 

Under the bill, DPH will be required 
to report the total number of people 
who have been tested for, tested positive 
for, been hospitalized for or died from 
COVID-19 within the previous 24 hours, 
as well as the aggregate number of peo- 
ple who fall into each of these categories 
dating back to Baker’s March 10 State of 
Emergency declaration. It also requires 
DPH to make available the number of 
known COVID-19 positive cases, as well 
as the number of known mortalities, 
among elder care facility residents and 
staff members. 

As an additional reporting require- 
ment, DPH will need to provide a 
breakdown of COVID-19 testing, hos- 
pitalizations and deaths within specific 
demographic categories, including gen- 
der; race; ethnicity; primary residence; 
age; disability; primary language; oc- 


cupation; and “any other demographic 
information that the department deems 
important to understand the disparate 
impact of COVID-19 on certain popula- 
tions.” This data will be compiled and re- 
ported by DPH at least every three days. 

Smola noted that House Bill 4672 also 
requires elder care facilities to notify resi- 
dents and their health care proxy, emer- 
gency contact, legal guardian or other le- 
gally authorized representative by 5 p.m. 
the next calendar day whenever there 1s a 
new confirmed case or mortality due to 
COVID-19 among residents or staff. The 
same notification is required whenever 
three or more residents or staff experi- 
ence new-onset of respiratory symptoms 
within the previous 72 hours. 

In addition to its expanded reporting 
provisions, House Bill 4672 establishes 
a 16-member task force that will pro- 
vide recommendations for improving 
safety for populations at increased risk 
of COVID-19, including employees of 
businesses providing essential services; 
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residents living in congregate housing 
and group home facilities; prison in- 
mates; individuals with serious underly- 
ing medical conditions that make them 
more susceptible to the coronavirus; and 
individuals residing in communities that 
have been disproportionately impacted 
by COVID-19. The task force will also 
explore ways to improve access to quali- 
ty and equitable health care services and 
treatment; medical supplies; testing; and 
informational material on prevention, 
testing, treatment and recovery in multi- 
ple languages. 

The task force will file an interim re- 
port by June 30 and its final report by 
Aug. |. The bill requires at least one 
public hearing to be held prior to the 1s- 
suance of an interim report, and at least 
two additional public hearings to be held 
before the final report is filed. The bill 
also contains provisions allowing the 
task force to conduct these hearings vir- 
tually if it is deemed necessary to protect 
public health. 





Fitchburg State University announces class of 2020 


FITCHBURG — Fitchburg State 
University recently concluded the 2019- 
20 academic year, conferring 559 un- 
dergraduate degrees and 379 graduate 
degrees to students from more than 30 
states and countries around the world. 

Among the graduates were Kayla A. 
Hunderup, of Brookfield, who earned 
a bachelor of science degree in interdis- 
ciplinary studies; Laura E. Hildick, of 
North Brookfield, who earned a bache- 
lor of science degree in early childhood 
education; Kaleigh A. Maio, of New 
Braintree, who earned a master’s degree 
in business administration and Riley F. 
Howland, of Sturbridge, who earned a 
bachelor of science in communication 
media. 

While the in-person commencement 


ceremony was postponed, University 
President Richard S. Lapidus saluted 
the Class of 2020 in a letter to graduates. 

It read: You have been thrust into un- 
imaginable circumstances, with the ex- 
pectations for your final semester com- 
pletely upended with barely a moment’s 
notice. And yet, you have endured. You 
have risen to the challenges that con- 
fronted you, and overcome them to ar- 
rive at this milestone. 

Be proud of what you have accom- 
plished, for it is no small feat. Even in 
the best of times, the completion of your 
college degree is a journey rightly filled 
with difficulty - which is, of course, part 
of what makes it worthwhile. Finishing 
a degree means working successfully 
under pressure, challenging one’s limita- 


tions and broadening your horizons in 
pursuit of a lofty goal. 

Like the thousands of alumni who 
have graduated from Fitchburg State 
before you, your arrival at this moment 
means your hard work has paid off. You 
have earned a credential, yes, but more 
importantly you have developed critical 
thinking skills that will serve you in the 
months, years and decades to come. You 
have honed your own ability to learn, to 
take in and evaluate new information, 
and to put it in service of your ambi- 
tions. 

You arrived at this moment thanks 
to the dedication of a talented faculty, 
whose own lifelong commitment to their 
disciplines has been shared with you in 
their classrooms and laboratories during 


your time here. And our committed uni- 
versity staff have provided you the tools 
to learn and be supported through these 
extraordinary times. 

Our entire community is disap- 
pointed that we cannot celebrate your 
achievement in person just yet, but know 
that we will do so as soon as it is safe. 
For the accomplishments of the Class of 
2020 are many, and deserving of respect. 

In the meantime, know that you dis- 
tinguished yourselves in a chapter of 
history that will never be forgotten, and 
may you remember the lessons of this 
incredible time as proof that you can 
truly accomplish anything you set out to 
achieve. 

Congratulations, be well, and we will 
see you soon. 





Tori Robbie inducted into Alpha 
Sigma Lambda honor society 


WORCESTER/LEICESTER = — 
Becker College is proud to announce 
that Tori Robbie, of East Brookfield, 
has been inducted into the Alpha Sig- 
ma Lambda honor society. Robbie is 
pursuing a bachelor of arts degree in 
early childhood and youth education. 

The Theta Nu Chapter of the Al- 
pha Sigma Lambda National Honor 
Society 1s recognized throughout the 
country as a group of students who 
are beyond the traditional college age 


and who have excelled in continuing 


education programs. The purpose of 
Alpha Sigma Lambda is to recognize 
scholastic achievement by non-tradi- 
tional students. To be considered for 
nomination, a student must have com- 
pleted at least four semesters at Beck- 
er and have earned a minimum of 50 
credits at Becker College. Students 
selected must possess a GPA between 
3.5 and 4.0. Of these students, only the 
top 10% are selected for induction. 





Kylie Bulger recognized for 
academic excellence, leadership 


WORCESTER/LEICESTER = — 
Kylie Bulger, of North Brookfield, 
was recognized with the Equine Stud- 
ies Award during a virtual Academic 
Awards Ceremony at Becker College. 


Bulger is pursuing a bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in equine studies. The 
award celebrates academic excellence 
and leadership. 





Turley the Turtle tallies last week’s totals 


Marilyn Caron, of North Brook- 
field, found 9 turtles in last week’s 
Quaboag Current. 

Kathy Lipovsky, of West Brook- 
field, found 8 turtles in last week’s 
Quaboag Current. 


There were 8 turtles in last week’s 
Quaboag Current. 

Congratulations to our winner for 
April: Adam Lauzon, of Brookfield, 
who will receive a Dunkin’ Donuts 
gift card. 





Becker College recognizes 


graduates 


WORCESTER/LEICESTER — 
Becker College is please to announce the 
graduation of more than 430 students 
at a virtual commencement celebration, 
including the following local residents: 

Karlee Kemp, of East Brookfield, 
has graduated with a bachelor of sci- 
ence in biology. 

Micaela Rice, of Sturbridge, has 
graduated with a bachelor of science in 
nursing. 

Tori Robbie, of East Brookfield, has 
graduated with honors with an associate 
of science in early childhood education. 

Daniel Staples, of Sturbridge, has 
graduated with a bachelor of arts in 


Take Out Is 
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interactive media design, game design 
concentration. 

Caitlyn Waddell, of West Brookfield, 
has graduated cum laude with a bache- 
lor of science in nursing. 

To see Becker College’s Commence- 
ment page, including details on gradu- 
ates, awards and a video message from 
its president, go to https://www.becker. 
edu/student-life/commencement-2020/ 

Founded in 1784, Becker College 
is an undergraduate and graduate, ca- 
reer-focused private college that pre- 
pares graduates for their first to last 
careers. Nearly 1,700 students from the 
United States and around 
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editorial 


Beat the 
buzzers 


ut on a dusk time stroll, have you heard 
() = familiar, obnoxious buzzing by 

your ear? The mosquitoes are coming, 
as if people didn’t have enough to worry about 
with COVID-19, these annoying pests will be 
descending on our neighborhoods in the com- 
ing months and it’s best to be cautious and pre- 
pared to avoid getting their bites, and potential 
viruses, including West Nile and Zika, they may 
carry. 

Dr. Craig Stoops, a retired U.S. Navy med- 
ical entomologist and chief science officer at 
Mosquito Authority, a mosquito control com- 
pany, shares a few helpful tips on how to alle- 
viate mosquito attractiveness to our property 
and skin. 

“Some people are more susceptible to bites 
than others,” Stoops said. “Mosquitoes can be 
attracted to different chemicals found in hu- 
man skin. But just because mosquitoes are an 
inevitable part of summer doesn’t mean you're 
defenseless.” 

First, make sure there 1s no standing water 
around your property. Still water is the ideal 
breeding ground for mosquitoes and it only 
needs a tablespoon of water to lay its eggs. 
Common places of standing water include 
clogged drain gutters, corrugated drainpipes, 
bird baths, pet bowls, planters, trash and recy- 
cling bins, children’s toys and kiddie pools. 

Also, trimming trees, shrubs, and other 
landscape flora helps improve property air cir- 
culation, which can sometimes help push mos- 
quitoes out of that area. If planting a garden, 
put in basil, lavender, and catnip. 

“Many people just think of bug spray during 
mosquito season,’ Stoop said. “The main idea 
should be to keep them out of your yard as 
much as possible.” 

Make sure to choose mosquito repellents 
that are registered by the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency. These repellants have been 
reviewed and approved to pose minimal risk 
when use properly. The most common effective 
ingredients in replants include DEET, picari- 
din, and oil of lemon eucalyptus, according to 
Stoops. EPA-approved repellants will provide 
up to two hours of protection. For more infor- 
mation on the EPA and approved insect repel- 
lants, visit www.epa.gov/insect-repellents. 

Another tactic to employ against the mos- 
quitoes 1s proper attire. Studies have shown that 
mosquitoes are more attracted to dark cloth- 
ing, so wear lighter colors when out during 
peak mosquito times. Lightweight, thin materi- 
als can be bitten through by a mosquito. Tight- 
ly-woven fabrics such as cotton, denim or nylon 
are more difficult for the bugs to penetrate. An- 
other good alternative is clothing that provides 
ultraviolet protection, which is typically tightly 
woven as well. 

Finally, a last resort can be professional ser- 
vices. If home prevention measures aren't ef- 
fective or if you need another opinion on how 
to improve mosquito cautionary measures, 
contact the pros. The Mosquito Control Proj- 
ect oversees mosquito control across the com- 
monwealth, including in Berkshire County. For 
more information, go to www.mass.gov/ser- 
vice-details/mosquito-control-projects-and-dis- 
tricts. 
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This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 


- opinion - 


~~? 
epi ag 


i ¥ AD ’ 

a" ‘ AK 

ROWE 

W aber 

F is 

‘ ; ~ . 4 

YAS Ys Ri i” 

WS \ SVC — Sn (ee. : 
©DAVE@RANLUND.Com i 


letter to the editor 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, June 5, 2020 





Closer, more accessible healthcare needed 


During the American Revolution, small- 
pox broke out among the British and colonial 
armies encamped around Boston. The out- 
break spread across North America, leading 
to almost as many deaths as the war itself. 
Nonetheless, most Americans were afraid 
to practice inoculation, whereby one made a 
small incision in the arm to transmit a mild 
form of the illness and promote immunity (the 
forerunner of today’s vaccination). 

An exception to this widespread attitude 
was the small village of North Brookfield, 
which voted in September, 1776, to create a 
hospital to inoculate patients and support 
their recovery. Over the coming years, the 
town bought several houses where doctors 
from Brookfield and West Brookfield inocu- 
lated patients from all over the region, every 
one of whom survived. 

North Brookfield’s smallpox hospitals 
were ahead of their time, and made as great 
a contribution to the new country’s success 
as the town’s soldiers did. It is bitterly ironic, 
then, that small towns like those in west-cen- 


guest column 


tral Massachusetts have such constricted and 
diminishing access to quality healthcare to- 
day. Our residents have to travel to Worcester, 
Southbridge or places with no public transit; 
many of our nearest hospitals have closed, 
such as Worcester City Hospital, which shut- 
tered in 1991. 

The lack of mental healthcare has allowed 
the crises of depression and prescription-drug 
abuse to run rampant. 

Our current pandemic, and the perspective 
of history, show that rural towns that have 
been left by the wayside in the last 50 years 
ought to be at the forefront of our healthcare 
system. That 1s why, as a state representative, 
I will fight to rebuild our lost hospital capac- 
ity, and to bring the best medical and mental 
health care to our rural towns. 

Sam Biagetti, 

North Brookfield Democratic 
Town Committee, candidate for 
State Representative 

Sth Worcester District 


The frogs of spring 


By Mohawk Johnny 
Guest columnist 


ack when I was in my knickers, I fancied 
Be grow up to be a herpetologist. This 

was after I learned herpetologists study 
reptiles and amphibians. That had to be the 
best job 1n the world as far as I was concerned. 
I spent much of my spare time searching out 
and catching snakes—my favorite objects in 
the world—along with toads, frogs and sala- 
manders whenever an opportunity presented 
itself. I literally left no stone or board un- 
turned. But, in the end, the realities of eco- 
nomics couldn’t be overcome, and I became a 
tradesman—another dream goes west... 

Hey I can still pretend, so last week I was 
taking a census of the frogs in my frontyard 
pond. I detected not less than 10 green frogs, 
Lithobates clamitans, a smaller relative of 
the bullfrog, L. catesbeianus. It struck me as 
odd that there were only green frogs, but I 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 


surmised due to the small size of the pond, 
other frogs simply defer to the green frogs, 
which will eat literally anything they can get 
into their gobs. It’s just an unsafe neighbor- 
hood for the smaller wood frogs, spring peep- 
ers and grey tree frogs. 

In the early evening, I sat on my front 
porch, sipping on a sun-downer and listening 
to the some of the last of this season’s spring 
peepers, Pseudacris crucifer, which are also 
tree frogs, doing what they do in the privacy 
of the many vernal ponds in the surround- 
ing woods. Their high-pitched, occasionally 
vibrato-embellished peeping is among those 
first, true sounds of spring—preceded, usu- 
ally by only a day or two, by the duck-like 
squawking of wood frogs, L.sylvaticus. The 
wood frogs had weeks ago ended their amo- 
rous carrying on, but the peepers extend their 
libidinous evening choruses well into the grey 


Please see FROGS, page 5 
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Helping domestic violence victims during the coronavirus pandemic 


By Peggy Baxter 
Guest columnist 


hile the Ware River Valley Do- 
mestic Violence Task Force 
recognizes that people of all 


genders are victims of domestic violence, 
the greater majority are women, and for 
the purposes of this article, the pronouns 
“she” and “her” will be used. We do not 
intend to minimize the seriousness of 
abuse to any gender or any person, but 
rather do this for ease of reading. 

The Ware River Valley Domestic Vi- 
olence Task force is genuinely concerned 
for women and children living with an 
abusive partner during the current pan- 
demic. There is no “safety valve” or 
respite now that the abusive partner is 
home most of the day. The woman has 
no time and space to breathe, to plan for 
safety, to recognize her own strengths or 
to reach out for help. 

You may have a friend who feels 
more and more isolated from her fam- 
ily, friends and coworkers who are her 
support network, and feels trapped in 
an unsafe environment from which she 
sees no escape. 

On top of all this, even if 1t were pos- 
sible for her and her children to leave 
this powder-keg of a home, she may fear 
that she will be exposing herself and her 
children to contracting COVID 19 if 
they go to the group setting of a shelter. 

So, what can we — concerned family 
members, friends, coworkers and neigh- 


bors — do to help in this volatile situa- 
tion? We have no handy “How-To Man- 
ual” for this current situation, but advice 
the Task Force has always given to con- 
cerned bystanders 1s still applicable. We 
just need to be creative in our approach 
during these days of social distancing. 

Reach out to a friend or family mem- 
ber that you know, or suspect, 1s experi- 
encing abuse. The simple act of check- 
ing in with her regularly by phone may 
be empowering to her, letting her know 
that her support system remains strong 
and intact. Offer to drop off a home- 
cooked meal on her porch; leave some 
toys, books or puzzles for her kids; any- 
thing you can safely do — while main- 
taining appropriate social distancing — 
will be supportive to her and will keep 
you connected to her. She will know that 
you are there for her. 

For safety’s sake, learn all that you 
can about how to make a safety plan 
and offer to help your friend create a 
plan. You will find useful information at 
https://www.thehotline.org/help/path- 
to-safety/. As part of the safety plan, 
agree on a code word or phrase for your 
friend to let you know if she or her chil- 
dren are in danger and need immediate 
help. This can be something simple, such 
as “I’ve gotta go! The soup is burning!” 
Let her know that when she uses this 
phrase, you will call 9-1-1 for her. 

Remind her that she is a valued 
friend/ beloved family member/ respect- 
ed coworker who has done nothing to 





Haston Public Library to offer 
Curbside service beginning June 1 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Begin- 
ning June 1, Haston Free Public Library 
staff will provide curbside service during 
the following hours: on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 4 to 7 p.m., on Tues- 
days and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon. 

To borrow books or other library 
materials from the Haston library only, 
please check the online catalog for avail- 
ability: 

1. Go to https://catalog.cwmars.org/ 
eg/opac/advanced 

2. Change the Search Library option 
to North Brookfield Haston Free Public 
Library. 

3. Click on the Limit to Available 
check box. 

4. Enter your search. 

5. Once up to three items have been 
chosen please write down the title, author 
and call number for non-fiction items. 

6. Call the library at 508-867-0208 
during the hours above or leave a mes- 
sage or email illnb@cwmars.org with 


the information for each item, as well as 
your library card number, full name and 
phone number. Speak slowly, please. 

7. Anyone who needs assistance se- 
lecting items to borrow should call the 
library, and staff will help find items for 
you as time allows. 

8. Library staff will retrieve the items, 
place them in a bag labelled with your 
name, and place it in a bin on the library 
porch. 

9. Library staff will call you to let pa- 
trons know the items are available. We 
will hold the items for patrons for up to 
two days. 

There is no interlibrary loan delivery 
for the time being. 

To return books or other library ma- 
terials, please use the book drop only. 

To Register for a library card, call the 
library during the hours listed above. 

Please, no donations of books or oth- 
er materials at this time. 

The library hopes it can open the 
building on a limited basis starting June 
IS: 





BUZZERS from page 4 


Be safe when enjoying the sunny 
weather of summer. There are plenty of 
concerns weighing down people’s minds 


right now without worrying about those 
buzzing bloodsuckers. 

Fresh air, a cool breeze and sun on the 
face 1s a little comfort we all can look for- 
ward to this summer. 





FROGS from page 4 


tree frog’s bite at the apple. The grey tree 
frog, Hyla versicolor, as it happens, was 
now taking the stage—I took a sip of my 
beverage and tuned in... 

These tree frogs possess quite a vocal 
range and have no small talent for trill 
and vibrato. A flock of turkeys across the 
road decided to chime in as if they had 
something to add to the conversation. It 
seemed to grow into something between 


dueling banjos and a disturbance in the 
zoo’s monkey house. At length, the tur- 
keys decided they were not reading from 
the same sheet of music and politely dis- 
engaged. It was getting dark now, and I’d 
finished my drink. The tree frogs contin- 
ued without me. That was okay; spring’s 
not over yet, and tomorrow’s another 
day. 

Mohawk Johnny, also know as John 
Dube, is a Ware resident and loves the 
outdoors. 


deserve the abuse. Let her know that 
she has shown herself to be strong and 
resourceful in keeping herself and her 
children safe. And remember that she is 
the expert in assessing her and her chil- 
dren’s level of danger. Listen to her with 
empathy, not judgment. This includes 
remembering that you cannot ‘rescue’ 
her. Although it 1s difficult to see some- 
one you care about being hurt, ultimate- 
ly, she is the one who has to make the 
decisions about what she wants to do. It 
is important for you to support her, no 
matter what she decides, and to help her 
find a way to safety and peace. 

Resources are still available. Even 
during this troubled time in the world, 
there 1s still help and hope for her and 
her children. Restraining orders can be 
obtained by calling the local police de- 
partment or by calling the courts direct- 
ly. Offer to go with her. Shelters are still 
open, although many are now housing 
women and children in hotels in order to 
allow for social distancing. At Behavior- 
al Health Network, domestic violence 
advocates are available by phone at 
413-967-6241, ext. 58535, or cell phone 
at 413-262-7103. The Task Force has 
a small cadre of trained domestic vio- 
lence chaplains who are also available 
by phone at 413-758-0605. If possible, 
you can also share the following hotline 
phone numbers: 

¢ Womanshelter/Companeras (Holy- 
oke): 413-536-1628 (24/7) 

¢ YWCA (Springfield): 413-733-7100 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Swiss shoe company 

5. Caesar, comedian 

8.___ and flow 

11. Horsefly 

13. Egyptian pharaoh 

14. African nation 

15. Tony-winning actress 
Daisy 

16. Initial public offering 

17. Long-winding ridge 

18. Guinea peoples 

20. Fellow 

21. About aviation 

22. Able to make amends 

25. Easy to perceive 

30. Cut off 

31. Northeast Thai 
language 

32. Earthy pigment 

33. Water nymphs 

38. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.) 

41. Those who deal 

43. Apply a new fabric 

45. Confusions 


48. “To __ his own” 

49, Lowest point of a 
ridge between two 
peaks 

50. Heavy cavalry sword 

59. Partner to pain 

56. A type of savings 
account 

57. In a way, felt pain 

909. Wide-beamed sailing 
dinghy 

60. Consume 


62. Body part 

63. Midway between 
south and southeast 

64. Cheek 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Indicates a certain 
time (abbr.) 

2. Expression of sorrow 
or pity 


4. Muslim military 
commanders 


61. Jewish spiritual leader 


3. Central American lizard 28. Company that rings 


924/7) 

¢ New Hope (Worcester): 800-323- 
4673 (24/7) 

¢ Safe Passage (Northampton): 413- 
586-5066 (weekdays 11 am —7 pm) 

¢ Safe Link state-wide hotline: 877- 
785-2020 (24/7) (keeps inventory of 
shelter beds) 

¢ National DV Hotline: Can help 
by text when talking isn’t safe. Text 
LOVEIS to 22522 

We've all heard the saying: “It takes 
a village to raise a child.” It also takes 
a concerned community to keep the 
vulnerable members of the community 
safe. The simple, caring acts of friend- 
ship may help more than you can imag- 
ine. Staying connected with you may be 
the very thing that gives a woman hope 
for her future and the future of her chil- 
dren. 

We hear well-deserved praise for the 
many heroes in our communities these 
days, those who are going above-and- 
beyond to keep us healthy, safe and fed. 
You, too, can be a hero in a friend or 
family member’s life by letting her know 
that you see her, you care for her, you be- 
lieve in her and you will support her in 
any way that you can. 

Peggy Baxter, 1s a domestic violence 
chaplain and a member of the Ware Riv- 
er Valley Domestic Violence Task Force. 
To learn more visit the Task Force on 
Facebook, or contact us at HYPER- 
LINK “mailto:wrvdvtaskforce@gmail. 
com’ wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com, at 
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5. One who takes to the 
seas 

6. Select jury 

7. Parts of the small 
intestine 

8. Painter’s accessory 

9. Honk 

10. Ballpoint pen 

12. Large, dark antelope 

14. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea 

19. Exhausts 

23.___-b0: exercise 
system 

24. Not written in any key 
or mode 

25. Chinese principle 
underlying the 
universe 

26. Corpuscle count 
(abbr.) 

27. Powdery, post-burning 
residue 


29. Rugged mountain 
range 

34. Commercials 

35. NY football player 

36. A form of be 

37. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

39. Kindnesses 

40. Natural electrical 
phenomenons 

41. Your 

42. Diana __, singer 

44. Upper surface of the 
mouth 

45. National capital 

46. Fluid in Greek 
mythology 

47. Renowned jazz 
trumpeter 

48. Freedom from 
difficulty 

51. Swiss river 

52. Prejudice 

53. Actor Idris 

54. Revolutionaries 

58. Criticize 


receipts 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 





DBA . WIRECRAFT® PRODUCTS 


Manufacturers of High Temperature Wire & Cable 
Employee Owned 


GRADUATES 
OF 2020! 


146 East Main Street 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 


908-867-3155 © Fax 508-867-5132 


Benjamin Berthiaume 
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Jagger Bulger 


Paige Milkman Faith Morgan 





ele 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 
Class of 2020 


Grain & Feed - Farm & Garden Supplies 


Hardwick Farmers’ Co-Operative 


444 Lower Rd, Hardwick, MA ¢ 413.477.6913 
Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 9-3 
Check out our website www.HardwickFarmers.net 








Nicholas Lareau 





Nathan Norrie 


Alec Norrie 


CLASS OF 2020 


BuZZELL & GRANAT 
Attorneys at Law 


1. the 
Class of 2020 


32 SUMMER STREET, SUITE I 41 West MAIN STREET, 
NortH BrooxFIELD, MA 01535 P.O. Box 335, WarRE, MA o1082 
TEL: 508.867.0266 TEL: 413.967.3942 
Fax: 508.867.0267 FAX: 413.967.3581 
WWW.BUZZELLANDGRANATLAW.COM 


2) 
Viz IX A 
OlL & PR()PANE 


Propane, Heating Oil & Wood Pellets 
Congratulations to the Class of 2020! 
508-867-6740 


www.crowleyfuel.com 
8 Mill St. » P.O. Box ss ° N. Brookfield 












Sarah Stafford 


Graduates of the 2020 Class 


Hannah Schultz Faye Rhault 
Osaias Ayala Hope Dolan 
Abigail Cantwell — Emily Gower 
Nathan Eliason _ Patrick Kenyon 
Calagen Bruni 
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508-867-6809 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 





Lyndsey 
Schimmelpenningh 


Kaidance Ryan 
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Congratulations Class of 2020! 


Fag ganw 
Wishing you all a future filled 
with success! 


INCORPORATED 


VARNUM FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 
varnumfuneralhome.com 
508-867-2885 


CHARBONNEAU FUNERAL HOME 
Ware, MA 01082 
charbonneaufh.com 
413-967-5281 


MARC A. VARNUM ~ Director 


Locally Owned and Operated Prepaid 
Funeral Planning, 
Funeral and Cremation Services 


g North Brookiield 
Class of 2020 


May you exceed your dreams as 
you find your path in the future. 


All the best wishes 
from your friends at Hucks! 


HUCK’S DIESEL 
& TOWING SERVICE 


e Emergency Roadside Service e 
e Diesel Repairs e 

65 Donovan Road, North Brookfield 
508-867-4026 






CLASS OF 2020 


Country Auto Body, Inc. 





———_ rrr 
Congratulations, Class of 2020 


GAS GRILLE PROPANE TANKS 
Discount Price for Father's Day 
June 5 thru 19 


$1 5.00/20 Ib tank 


Featuring Cooper Tires 
Other Name Brands Available 








Full Auto Body 
Mechanical & Towing Service 


SS eeeuaiinlewelicistyaasileamaiyit 


69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield 
508-867-9736 





Congratulations, Class of 2020! 


Country Bank is happy for you and 
proud of all you've accomplished so far. 
As you move onto greater challenges, 
remember that your community bank stands 
beside you. Make your dreams come true. 


y,icountrybank 


For Business. For Living. For You. 


countrybank.com ° 800.322.8233 


Belchertown @® Brimfield © Charlton © Leicester © Ludlow @ Palmer 
Paxton ® Ware @ West Brookfield « Wilbraham @ Worcester 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ALEC, NATHAN, AND THE 
CLASS OF 2020 


build, your future! 
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FOREST from page 1 


in-person Forest Bathing workshop for Women Own- 
ing Woodlands in our region. The EQLT office was go- 
ing to be the starting place and then we were going to 
wander at Mandell Hill. Fortunately, we were able to 
restructure to a virtual forest bathing experience, which 
allowed people from other areas participate.” 

Women that participated in the workshop via 
Zoom, joined in from all over, including Ware, Hard- 
wick, Gzilbertville, Templeton, North Brookfield, 
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community 


Oakham, Lynn and even the Czech Republic. Hail- 
ing from all different backgrounds, they all shared the 
same common ground, a love and appreciation of the 
forest. Many of the women own acreage with wood- 
lands, while others had access to woodland preserves 
near their homes. After introducing themselves to each 
other, the women shared about the woodlands on their 
properties or near their homes. Some had over 100 
acres, some half that, and some less than one acre, but 
they all had a special outdoor space to which they were 
connected. 


USDA INSP. 


BUY DIRECT 


USDA INSP. BONELESS 
CENTER CUT PORKLOINS..... > 0 °2 


USDA INSP. STORE MADE, ALL so 44 


ITALIAN SAUSAGE iis Ib 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


BEEF PASTRAMI 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


ROAST BEEF 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


PROVOLONE CHEESE 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


MUENSTER CHEESE 


n1@ 90meat.com — NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 


SALE DATES: 6/4/20 - 6/10/20 thurs. 8G Frid és Sat. 8-3 


RIBEYE STEAK 


FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIBEYE 
TEXAS WHOLE $799 


USDA INSP. 
HARDWOOD SMOKED 


PORK SHOULDER 


PICNIC 79¢ 


USDA INSP. 
lQF FROZEN 


RAW SHRIMP 
he 


2 Ib. bag 
BUY DIRECT FOR 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 





AND SAVE 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS » $444 
Ib 


66: 


USDA INSP. FRESH WHOLE 


99 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ASSORTED BAKED PIES jase? 


APPLE, PEACH, CHERRY, BERRY 


TO Utara @lerarasi 


Zt) tit 


=== SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


» Studio, One bedroom, and Two bedroom apartments available, with multiple floor plans 


» Restaurant style Chef prepared cuisine in our elegant dining rooms 


» 24 hour awake staff on site 


» Wellness 4-Later Life program to improve wellbeing and promote independence 


» Exceptional programming for an active lifestyle 


» Personalized care and medication assistance available 


» On site chapel, theater, salon, library, fitness center and pub 


Opening in late Summer early Fall Call to reserve your tour of Cedarbrook NOW Leave a deposit NOW (fully refundable) 






Call 413-758-5377 
Beth LaForge 413-207-1338 


Once the women were acquainted with each other, 
Mazzola led them through a 20-minute guided medi- 
tation. Mazzola asked the women to “float from one 
sense to the other,” using all of their senses to expe- 
rience their land. Participants were asked, “What did 
you hear? What were some of the smells? Is there any 
enjoyment or curiosity or playfulness?” 

She asked the women to imagine what it would 
be like to be rooted somewhere in their special place. 
When the meditation ended, Mazzola asked the par- 
ticipants what they noticed about their woodlands af- 
ter they had used their senses to experience it. Many 
shared the different plants and animals they had no- 
ticed, the sounds of planes and lawnmowers mixed in 
with birdcalls. One woman commented that the feeling 
of the sun on her face, reminded her of riding in her 
parents’ car as a child and brought back happy mem- 
ories. 

This workshop was a reminder to take time to slow 
down and enjoy the natural world around us. Henshaw 
said, “The primary goal for programming through 
the Working Forest Initiative is to deepen landowners 
understanding and commitment to their woodlands 
through education and peer-to-peer communications. 
This workshop offering was intended to provide anoth- 
er way to experience the woods and build connections 
between women woodland owners. Forest bathing 1s 
an opportunity to use all our senses when out in the 
woods, to fully experience the natural world in what- 
ever way feels good to the individual. Forest bathing 
opens our hearts to the land and commitment to con- 
servation for the future.” 


mt @] - mm -i—) BE 
Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $780/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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GRAPHICS DEPARTMENT SEEKS 
PART TIME DESIGNER / PAGINATOR 


Turley Publications, Inc. is looking for an experienced Graphic 
Designer to produce newspaper pages and advertisements in a 
busy, fast-paced environment. Must be efficient with InDesign 
Creative Suite. Web design and Wordpress skills a plus. 


We will consider less experienced applicants but must have 
proven design skills. 
Design samples required. Send with resume to: 


Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Attention: Graphics Manager 


Or e-mail directly to dsloat@turley.com. 
No phone calls or drop-ins, please. 


Turle yo 


shih A Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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PVSSL 
awaiting 
guidance, 
delay start 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


LUDLOW -— After three 
months of waiting, the Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer League 
could be one of the first leagues 
to have actual games starting 
early next month. 

Diana Kolodziey, runs the 
PVSSL along with her husband 
Chris, said earlier this week 
they are planning to hold a reg- 
ular season and playoffs, with a 
slightly modified schedule. 

“Based on the governor's 
re-opening plan,” she said. “We 
are hoping to start the season 
sometime in early July.” 

That start will not be with- 
out questions, issues, and a lot 
of guidance from the state lev- 
El. 

Under Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
re-open plan, the four main 
phases are: Start, Cautious, 
Vigilant, and the New Normal. 

The New Normal, until a 
vaccine 1s discovered, will still 
involve restrictions for people, 
and could have a whole new 
meaning for sports. But ac- 
cording to the Baker plan, the 
second phase would allow for 
practices to begin at various 
fields throughout the region. 

Games should be able to be- 
gin in the third phase, vigilant. 
However, the guidance and 
regulations for businesses and 
activities have yet to be made 
public by the Baker administra- 
tion. 

Kolodziey they are waiting 
for that guidance from the gov- 
ernor’s office so it can inform 
teams of how they must con- 
duct themselves. 

Restrictions could include 
social distancing when not di- 
rectly involved in the game, 
possible temperature checks, 
wearing masks when not in the 
field of play, and disallowing 
fans from games. 

Modifications of these rules 
could also be possible. In the 
case of soccer, fans could pos- 
sibly be allowed if they are on 
the opposite end of the field 
and fans are properly distanced 
from one another, like in the 
case of people going to the 
beach, which are now open. 

The other major issue the 
PVSSL will have to watch 
closely is each town and how 
the individual communities and 
cities lift restrictions on field 
use, allowing games, and gath- 
erings of various sizes. 


Please see SOCCER, page 11 








By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


BARRE — Boys track has 
been successful in recent years 
both inside and outside. Matt 
Castriotta has been very proud 
of his teams have performed 
recently, and was looking for- 
ward to following up on a great 
indoor track season during the 
winter. 

The Panthers were set to 
have eight very talented se- 
niors take the outdoor track 
this spring, and saw their sea- 
son cut off completely. 

Noah Herzig was due for 
a big spring in the sprinting 
events and the javelin throw. 

“He would have been one 
of the top in those events at the 
Central-West meet,” said Cas- 
triotta. “He and the rest of the 
javelin relay team were aiming 
to break a 30-year record at 
the district relays this spring.” 

Seth Talbot was the pole 
vault champion that made 
it all the way to the New En- 
gland meet last year. Castriot- 
ta was predicting Talbot had a 
chance to do it again. 

“He also had a shot at 


breaking Quabbin’s outdoor 
pole vault record,” said Castri- 
otta. 

Deven Thomas was both a 
jumper and a sprinter. 

“He was part of the re- 
cord-setting 4x100 meter relay 
teams last spring and would 
have been a force on the track 
and in the field this year,” the 
coach said. 

Lukas Anderson was one 
of the top distance runners on 
the team. 

“He as coming off a break- 
through season this winter,” 


Please see TRACK, page 10 
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Boys track was coming off great 
winter, poised for better spring 











Above, Seth Talbot from Quabbin goes up for vaults last year. Left, Quabbin’s Gino 


Gabrielli throws discus at the Central-West Meet last spring 
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Adult baseball still hopeful for some type of 2020 season 





Parameters and guidelines for baseball to resume at the local level have not been 
FILE PHOTOS 


released by the state government. 





With several leagues shutting down play 
for the season, adults summer leagues 
may be the only alternative for some 
players. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


EASTHAMPTON - Base- 
ball leagues have dwindled a 
bit, limiting choices for col- 
legiate stars, adult standouts 
from the Tri-County League, 
and high school players and 
post-graduates who lost out on 
American Legion seasons. 

While there are no known 
alternative options for the 
younger players, there is an 
emerging look for adult players 
25 and above. 

At least four leagues have 


Under the governor’s re-open plan, baseball may be able to return in late June or 
early July. 


not called it quits on a 2020 
season, all with the flexibility 
to hold their seasons later and 
even play into the fall. 
However, even with gov- 
ernor’s re-open plan, it is not 
fully clear when teams in the 
leagues will be able to begin 
play, though many are hopeful 
it will be sometime this month. 
Phase 2, known as “Cau- 
tious,” is supposed to allow 
teams to begin practicing. 
Phase 2 is supposed to start 
on Monday, June 8. However, 


Please see BASEBALL, page 11 


Four adult leagues in Western Mass. are 
still hoping to play baseball in 2020. 
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Bay State Summer Games events cancelled through July 


REGION -— All Bay State Games events originally 
scheduled for May 30 through July 26 will be cancelled 
in consideration for the health and well-being of all 
athletes, officials, coaches, medical staff, and volun- 
teers. The challenges and uncertainty that COVID-19 
has presented prevent the organization from appropri- 
ately planning, organizing, and producing events in 30 
different sports this year. 

This summer, Bay State Games was set to celebrate 
its 39th annual Summer Games. Due to multiple venue 
cancellations, the inability to conduct team sport try- 


outs in June, decisions by sport governing bodies to 
suspend competitions, medical committee concerns, as 
well as other factors, the Summer Games will not be 
able to proceed as scheduled. 

“We are committed to the health and well-being of 
our constituents. It is of the utmost importance to keep 
everyone safe during these unprecedented times,” says 
Executive Director, Kevin Cummings. “While this was 
a very difficult decision, we believe it is appropriate giv- 
en the unprecedented impact this pandemic has had on 
everyone, as well as our ability to produce events this 


year” 

Bay State Games remains hopeful that some events 
may proceed 1n the fall if and when it is safe to do so. 
Sport pages on the Bay State Games website will be up- 
dated with information as it becomes available. All ath- 
letes who have registered for the 2020 Summer Games 
will be refunded for their registration fee. If the sport 
you wish to compete in can be held in the fall of 2020, 
it will require a new registration. For more informa- 
tion, please visit www.baystategames.org. Please direct 
all questions and inquiries to info@baystategames.org. 





Senior athletes 
being featured 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Turley Publications sports department is look- 
ing to honor the senior athletes who have had their 
spring seasons cancelled by the coronavirus pandemic. 

The senior features have already started rolling out, 
but if you have not seen your senior featured, we en- 
couraged you to send photos and info on your son or 
daughter, and encourage you to contact their coach to 
speak with us. 

We have reached out to spring coaches and athlet- 
ic directors, but are still trying to collect info on every 
team that would have been involved in this spring’s sea- 
son. 

We hope to also publish action photos of seniors 
from previous seasons, though parents and coaches are 
encouraged to send photos of seniors they would like 
to see published in the upcoming editions of the paper. 

All submissions can be made to Sports Editor Greg- 
ory A. Scibelli at sports@turley.com. In the subject line, 
please identify the school and sport you are writing in 
about. Senior athletes are also encouraged to write in 
to talk about the season that wasn't. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SCHOOL 








Valley Wheel aiming 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for the upcoming 
2020 season. The league is seeking players ages 
28 and up. Players turning 28 this year are eligi- 
ble. However, only players 30 and older can pitch. 
The league plays 15 regular season games with 
games being held mostly on Sundays with a couple 
of weekday games thrown in the mix as well as a 
special Mother’s Day Saturday game in early May. 
However, due to the current circumstances, the 
league schedule has been pushed back. The league 
still plans to play its season once bans on gatherings 


for summer baseball 


are lifted. The league 1s hoping for late June, early 
July start to the season, dependent on the terms 
of the governor’s re-open plan. The league is built 
on comradery, fair play, and having a good time 
with friends. If interested in trying out, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules of the league 
and new player forms can be found on the site. For 
further information, you can contact the league’s 
commissioner, Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net 
or call him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be take 
place as soon as conditions are allowed, but new 
player applications are still being accepted. 





Quabbin Valley League hoping for July start 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Base- 
ball League is seeking new players for 2020 season. 
The league has six teams, several with open roster 
spots. Last year, the league voted to allow players 
age 28 and 29 to be able to join the league, though 
players under 30 are not eligible to pitch. The cost 
of the league this season is $192. For returning and 
new players, sign-ups have been placed on hold un- 
til a determination has been made on the season 
going forward. Sign-ups should resume soon. The 


1570 Southbridge Rd. 

West Brookfield, MA 01585 
413-436-9245 
warrensdaschool@comcast.net 
www.warrensdaschool.com 


Now enrolling!! 
Grades 1-8 
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May 28" at 5:00 p.m. 
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league is hopefully to begin play sometime in early- 
to-mid-July. The season is 15 regular season games 
plus at least one playoff game. A modified schedule 
is being worked on by league officials. Games are 
nine innings and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats 
are allowed. Fields locations are throughout West- 
ern Mass. For more information on the league, or if 
you are interested in registering, go to https://www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. The league is also in 
Facebook. 





TRACK from page 9 


said Castriotta. “He and the rest of the 4x800 were 
hoping to break the outdoor 4x800 record after break- 
ing the indoor 4x800 record this spring. They were 
strong contenders to win the Central-West meet and 
punch their ticket to the state championship meet.” 

Ben Weah was a sprinter. Castriotta believed he had 
a shot at winning the 100 meter at districts. 

Hector Johnson ran multiple events was looking for 
the school record in the long jump. 

Elliott Walsh was a middle distance runner looking 
to add the mile to his repertoire. 

“He was also a member of the record setting indoor 
4x800 team this winter,’ said Castriotta. 

Gino Gabrielli won the discus event last year in the 
sectionals. 

“He was hoping to win the gold at states and punch 
his ticket to New England’s,” said Castriotta. 

Castriotta was looking forward taking the talent to 
sectionals and beyond this year. 

“As you can see, this year’s senior class was loaded 
with talent,” said Castriotta. “They seemed destined to 
win their third district title in three years. I think the 
2020 outdoor track and field team would have been the 
strongest team in the history of the school with a record 
number of kids qualifying for states, New England’s 
and Nationals. Beyond the statement they would have 
made on the track and in the field, and more impor- 
tantly, they were an amazing group of young men who 
I had the honor and pleasure of coaching for many 
years. I will miss each one of them.” 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Quaboag Current 





CLASS from page 1 


to be, but then they rallied around each 
other,” Rigney said. The school has held 
regular online meetings with students 
and student class leaders as the months 
progressed, the advisers said. 

“They've always been easy to get 
along with,’ said Kevin McNeill, the 
other senior class adviser. “They’ve al- 
ways done what they're supposed to do, 
you never had to run around after them. 
They’ve always been on top of things.” 
McNeill has been an adviser for the 
class since they entered the building as 
seventh-graders. “They have been good 
role models for the younger students in 
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the building,” he said. 

Having spoken to many of them 
one-on-one, McNeill said most of the 
seniors are focused on their futures, not 
what has been going on these last few 
months. 

“Theyre like, so this happened 
(COVID-19), it’s not the best situation, 
but they’re really excited about going to 
whatever college they're attending, or 
working or going into the military,’ said 
McNeill. “They’re ready for that next 
chapter in their lives and this has been 
a true test of their resiliency and made 
them better people.” 

While he’s excited to see them go off 
on their own, he’s also going to miss 


them. “It’s amazing how much they 
grow, McNeil said. “You have kids who 
stay for a few years, go somewhere else 
for a year and some come back, and 
others who have stayed. You do build 
a relationship with them, and after six 
years, I have soft spot for some of them 
in my heart.” 

Lind said the class has had great stu- 
dent leaders. “I’m super impressed with 
the kids, they’ve just been an outstand- 
ing group,” he said. 

“T told them, although there’s been a 
lot of disappointment, and they’ve had 
to miss out on a number of events, when 
they get back together, whether it’s at 
Thanksgiving or in 20 years, they'll have 
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these unbelievable stories to tell: remem- 
ber when we couldn't do this and we 
didn’t do that.” 

School Committee Chairperson Ma- 
ria Tucker said the class has done the 
best they can with disappointment after 
disappointment and she wishes them 
well in their future endeavors. 

“T think the staff and administrators 
have done an excellent job switching 
from enrichment activities for a couple 
weeks to long-term education content 
while making sure they were reaching 
out to each student,” she said. “They 
made sure they were getting the educa- 
tion they needed and they made sure ev- 
eryone was ok.” 





West Brookfield, Warren hold voter 
registration sessions 


WEST BROOKFIELD/WARREN 
— West Brookfield Town Clerk Sarah J. 
Allen and Warren Town Clerk Nancy 
J. Lowell are holding two voter regis- 
tration session for the upcoming An- 
nual Town Elections and Annual Town 
Meetings. 


The Annual Town Election, to be 
held Tuesday, June 16, in both towns, 
and the voter registration will be held on 
Friday, June 5. Registration hours will 
be from 2 to 4 p.m. and from 7 to 8 p.m. 

The Annual Town Meeting will be 
held on June 23. 





Alyssa Bettencourt named to dean’s list 


PLYMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
— Alyssa Bettencourt, of West Brook- 
field, Massachusetts, has been named 
to the Plymouth State University dean’s 
list for the spring 2020 semester. To be 
named to the dean’s list, a student must 


achieve a grade point average between 
3.5 and 3.69 during the spring semes- 
ter and must have attempted at least 12 
credit hours during the semester. Bet- 
tencourt is a nursing major at Plymouth 
State. 





BASEBALL from page 9 


each phase has had sub-phases with dif- 
ferent activities and businesses opening 
up each week since the re-open plan be- 
gan on Monday, May 18. 

Also, different communities will take 
different approaches to opening recre- 
ational facilities, making the availability 
of fields also limited. 

Adult players, some of whom are 
Tri-County American or National play- 
ers, have begun looking at the various 
leagues for open spots to play, or even to 
possibly enter teams. 

The Western Mass. Wood Bat League 
is currently an eight-team league that 
has been in existence for many years. It 
allows players who are age 25 and up 
and could be a potential landing spot 
for several Tri-County players with the 
higher level of competition and the use 
of wooden bats. 

The other three leagues looking into 
restarts are “over-30” leagues. All three 
have existed for a while, though two of 
the leagues have changed their eligibility 


for players this year. 

The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League has changed to allow players 
28 and up, though pitchers may not 
pitch in the league until they are 30. The 
Quabbin Valley league has also adopted 
the same rule. 

Both leagues would have normal- 
ly started Sunday games the last week 
of April. Both league are eyeing starts 
sometime in early July based on how the 
governor's guidance for Phase 3 dictates 
a return to actual competition. 

The Pioneer Valley Over-30 Baseball 
League 1s also still on the table. The Pio- 
neer Valley League is also a wooden bat 
league, but normally plays Saturdays 
and Tuesdays. 

The Quabbin League held a meeting 
Sunday, and is hoping for the July start, 
and the league’s president said it is de- 
pending on what fields would allow play 
and allow it soonest. 

None of the leagues have decided 
how long of a season it would play or 
what type of modified schedule it would 
have. 





SOCCER from page 9 


Currently, certain professional sports are only al- 
lowing players to practice in smaller groups. 

Finally, Kolodziey said the early July start to the 
season 1s dependent on there being no setbacks in the 
governor’s re-opening plan where restrictions would 
have to be re-enacted. As of press time, Massachu- 
setts has not had any setbacks on the re-open plan and 
numbers have continued to trend in a positive direc- 


tion. 


Under the current timeline, Phase 3 should start on 


June 29. 


With the currently timeline, if the league does play, 
it would and transition right into the fall preseason 
practices. However, it also remains to be seen if those 
will start on time and what they will look like. 

For up-to-date information on the state of the 
PVSSL, go to www.pvsummersoccerleague.com. 

The PVSSL has two divisions each of high school 
boys soccer, and high school girls soccer. There are 
also mens and womens adult leagues. All are expect- 
ed to play if there are no further delays or restrictions 
that will prevent the season from happening. 


Read or subscribe to the Quaboag Current online at: 
quaboagcurrent.turley.com 


SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM 
2020—2021 SCHOOL YEAR 


The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for the 
following School Choice openings for the 2020—2021 school year: 


Grade K 
Grade 1 
Grade 4 
Grade 6 


Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Grade 10 


The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to 
provide positive educational experiences for all of our students through 


quality programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships. 


The deadline for submitting a complete application packet which includes all 
required documents is 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 29, 2020. 


The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form 
of a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number 
of available spaces. There will be two drawings for this purpose. The first 
will take place on June 29, 2020, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second will be conducted on August 13, 2020. 


The application and guidelines can be downloaded at www.belchertownps. 
org or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007. 


The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 
origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 
language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
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STURBRIDGE — Members of Stur- 
bridge Troop 163, Pack 161 and Troop 
161, part of Heart of New England 
Council, Boy Scouts of America, par- 
ticipated in Camp Quarantine 2020, a 
two-day virtual event on April 24 and 
25, which included camping, cooking, 
training, advancement and so much 
more. 

The Boy Scouts of America, and 
their programs, are outdoor-based pro- 
grams. It relies on interaction between 
scouts to teach skills like knots, fire 
building, lashing and other skills. 

It started as a local council event, 
Heart of New England Council based 
in Central Massachusetts, and turned 
into a nation wide event with partic- 
ipants from 45 of 50 states and nine 
countries, according to Scoutmaster 
Chrissy Chamberland, of Sturbridge 
BSA Troop 163. 

Scouts lead hikes, go on trips as a 
group, work with their patrol, den, crew 
or ship, relying on each other for help, 
guidance and support. In times like 
these, 1t becomes challenging to do this 
and still have Scouts feel like they are 
part of the group or a larger organiza- 
tion. 

Adaptations to the program, virtual 
troop meetings, email communications 
are all things that have increased over 
the last few months to keep the program 
running as smoothly as possible in these 
challenging times. 

So how do troops and packs in- 
corporate more of the outdoors, and 
peer-to-peer interaction when social 
distancing and stay at home orders are 
in place? You “Do Your Best” to “Be 
Prepared;” it’s all about flexibility in the 
program. Heart of New England Coun- 
cil and Western Massachusetts Council, 
Boy Scouts of America, collaborated 
on Camp Quarantine 2020, a two-day 
event similar to a camporee but instead 
of camping in one location participants 
camped at home. 

Starting that Friday Scouts could set 
up tents or hammocks in their back- 
yards or in their living rooms. Some 
set up forts or slept in their tree houses. 
Opening ceremonies began with intro- 
ductions of the staff and what was to 
come. There was a campfire, of course 
there was a campfire. Scouts submitted 
skits, songs, stories, jokes and other en- 
tertainment. Scouts shared pictures of 
themselves sitting in front of their own 
campfires toasting s’mores or making 
banana cones. Taps was played, and 
Scouts went to sleep, eagerly awaiting 
what Saturday had in store. 

Saturday morning started with rev- 
eille, a flag ceremony and a summary 
of the day’s events. From there Scouts 
could participate in a plethora of activ- 
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Camp Quarantine 2020 allowed Sturbridge Scouts to 
take part in virtual events during Camp Quarantine 
2020. 
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Boy Scouts enjoy Camp Quarantine 2020 


ities. The Cub Scouts could take a color 
or alphabet or listening hike, participate 
in an egg drop or do Cub Scout yoga, 
learn about water safety, how to cook, 
play with their food, or learn some cool 
yo-yo tricks. 

Scouts BSA could learn how to build 
a wilderness shelter, how to cook in and 
care for their dutch oven, and what pro- 
grams the four high-adventure bases 
offered. They could participate in mer- 
it badge classes, learn how to pack for 
a backpacking trek, and talk to Order 
of the Arrow members and learn more 
about the program. There were training 
and informational sessions for adults 
along with sessions geared towards 
Venturers and Sea Scouts. 

All Scouts and Scouters had the 
opportunity to participate in virtual 
escape rooms, a scavenger hunt, triv- 
ia, and a cooking competition among 
other activities. There was also a virtu- 
al 10k and a challenge to find 10 items 
beginning with the letter K. There were 
sO many activities to participate in, it 
could have taken two to three weekends 
to get through it all. 

Scouts said grace before meals, there 
was a closing flag ceremony, a Scouts 
Own service and a fireworks show to 
close out the event. Using #CampQuar- 
antine2020 Scouts posted pictures of 
themselves participating in the events, 
activities and trainings. “I have been 
smiling nonstop today, to see all the 
posts and all the Scouts having so much 
fun, it’s a definite bright spot” said 
Chrissy Chamberland, a member of the 
Camp Quarantine 2020 program com- 
mittee, of the all the fun that was had. 

Camp Quarantine 2020 started 
small, with the goal of being something 
fun something to distract the Scouts 
from what was going on around them 
and to remind them the program is 
alive and well. It was designed to get 
them outside, in their own back yards, 
playing games, working on skills and 
advancement and having a fabulous 
time doing it. What it grew into was 
something more than any of the pro- 
gram team could have imagined. Kevin 
Fuller, Camp Quarantine 2020 Program 
chairman said, “Meeting new people, 
working with old friends, Scouting re- 
ally does bring people together even 
when they're miles apart during trying 
times. What was pulled together in only 
a matter of 2.5 weeks shows the devo- 
tion people have to the Scouting move- 
ment.” 

In the end, Camp Quarantine 2020 
had over 1,400 families registered with 
participants from 45 of 50 states and 
13 countries. Between the three live 
stream shows there were more than 
10,000 views and over 1,000 posts using 





A Sturbridge Scout takes part in Camp Quarantine 
2020 held April 24 and 25, with virtual events and 
camping at home. 


#campquarantine2020. “It’s been great 
to see so many families from across the 
country, and world, join together for our 
little virtual camporee,”’ said Andy Col- 
lins, one of the Camp Quarantine 2020 
tech gurus. “This little virtual camporee 
turned out to be a big success.” 

There are no plans for an encore 


A Camp Quarantine 2020 Scout camping site in Sturbridge. 


A Sturbridge Scout takes part in Camp Quarantine 
2020 held April 24 and 25, with virtual events and 
camping at home. 
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event, program planners are hoping this 
is a once in a lifetime event, however, 
now that they have seen it can be done 
who knows what the future may bring. 

For more information on how to 
join one of the Sturbridge units contact 
Chrissy at ChrissyCSM163@gmail. 
com. 
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One of the activities Sturbridge Scouts participated 
in, finding color in nature, during the two-day Camp 
Quarantine 2020 held in May. 


One of the many home camping sites of a Sturbridge Scout during Camp Quarantine 2020. 


REGION — U.S. Army Corps of En- 
gineers updates preventative measures in 
place for COVID-19 at Westville Lake 
Recreational Area in Sturbridge, East 
Brimfield Lake in Holland, Brimfield 
and Sturbridge, and Conant Brook Dam 
in Monson. 

Westville Lake, East Brimfield Lake 
and Conant Brook Dam, in Sturbridge, 
are implementing phased reopening of 
recreation areas access in accordance 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
policies and procedures, the Massachu- 
setts Department of Public Health and 
the CDC. The following COVID-19 


NEW BRAINTREE POLICE LOG 


Tuesday, May 19 
2:51 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Wine Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 


Wednesday, May 20 
11:20 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
West Brookfield Road — Taken/Re- 
ferred to Other Agency 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- sturbridge - 
Preventative measures for COVID-19 at area recreation areas 


measures will be implemented as follows: 

Effective May 30: 

* All trail systems will continue to be 
open to enjoy, as will the parking lots 
that provide access to them. The fa- 
cilities will be maintained and normal 
Ranger patrols will be provided. 

*No special event or activity permits, 
shelter reservations will be issued un- 
til further notice; all previously issued 
permits have been cancelled, out of an 
abundance of caution. 

*The Westville Lake Recreational 
Facility will partially open, Saturday, 
May 30, to provide expanded parking, 


- public 


Thursday, May 21 
4:49 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Old Turnpike Road — Citation 
Issued 


Friday, May 22 
11:36 a.m. Phone — Alarm Burglar 
Worcester Road — Checked/Secured 
6:28 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Old Turnpike Road — Citation 
Issued 





and access to the trails and fields, small 
boat access and fishing alongside the 
Quinebaug River. The main restrooms 
will remain closed. Access to the upper 
area parking lots will remain closed. 
*East Brimfield Lake trail access at Five 
Bridge Road, Route 20, Pond Bridge 
Road remains open, as do the main boat 
and car top ramps to access the lake, and 
the Quinebaug River at Pond Bridge 
Road in Holland. Lake Siog, in Holland, 
will remain closed to swimming for the 
near future. 

*Conant Brook Dam trail systems 
and parking areas remain open. 


safety - 
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These measures are necessary to slow 
the spread of COVID-19, ensure and 
protect the health and well-being of 
our visitors, employees, contractors and 
volunteers, and safeguard our ability to 
continue our critical Flood Risk Man- 
agement Operations. 

The health of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ team and the community 
is the Corps’ top priority. Visitors are 
urged to follow the CDC’s guidelines 
and remain diligent regarding hygiene 
and social distancing. CDC guidelines 
and more information can be found at 
WWww.conoraviruSs. gov. 


EAST BROOKFIELD POLICE LOG 


Thursday, May 21 
1:39 p.m. Phone — Fraud Connie 
Mack Drive — Report Taken 


Friday, May 22 
1:46 p.m. 911 — Disturbance East 
Main Street — Peace Restored 
4:52 p.m. 911 — Fire, Brush East 
Main Street — Extinguished 
7:43 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard West 
Sturbridge Road — Removed Hazard 


Saturday, May 23 
2:20 p.m. 911 — Miusdial Podunk 
Road — Services Rendered 
7:29 p.m. 911 — Misdial East Main 
Street — Dispatch Handled 


Sunday, May 24 
5:48 a.m. Phone — Alarm West Main 
Street — Call Cancelled 
9:15 a.m. Phone — Fire Alarm Turtle 
Cove Lane — False Alarm 
9:47 p.m. 911 — Misdial Gleason Av- 
enue — No Action Required 





TREE from page 1 


always looking for wood,” he said Mon- 
day. There are now large piles of the tree 
in his yard. 

First he has let them dry, although he 
will turn one bowl from the tree’s wood 
while it’s still green, he said. “You really 
have to let it sit for at least six months 
and let it dry,” he said. When green 
wood is used to turn bowls, it ends up 
becoming an oval shape, he said. 

While neither hospital officials nor 
Lafleur are sure exactly how old the tree 
is, they presume it dates to at least when 
the hospital was built in 1923. That’s 
when local manufacturer, Lewis N. Gil- 
bert, left his home on South Street to be 
the site of a new hospital. Mary Lane 
was founded in 1909 by the Ware Visit- 
ing Nurse and Hospital. 

Lafleur said there was so much dam- 
age from insects in its trunks the usual 
rings inside used to date trees are just 
not there. “It’s probably been there as 
the hospital has been,” said George No- 
lan, Bay state Mary Lane’s director of 
facilities. 


In the last three or four years Nolan 
said the tree’s deterioration had accel- 
erated and a large limb had dropped 
to the ground. Another large branch 
dropped more recently, and an arborist 
brought in to assess the tree said it was 
too heavily damaged by insects and rot 
to be saved. A large split in the tree was 
also found, so in the interest of public 
safety a tree service was hired last week 
to remove the tree and the wood was 
brought to Brookfield. 

Part of the fun of woodworking is 
finding the wood for his bowls, Lafleur 
said, but this wood found him since 
hospital officials knew he was a wood- 
worker. In the coming months, Lafleur 
said he will begin turning bowls from 
the wood and they will become gifts, 
although he occasionally sells them as 
well. “My kids are my best customers,” 
he said of his grown children. “They 
come visit and say, oh daddy, I like that 
one.” He said even his wife, Donna, has 
come around to liking his creations, and 
it provided a great way to relieve stress 
when he was practicing medicine. 

Although the tree is no longer on the 





A tree service company gets read to take down a dis- 
eased and rotten beech tree at Baystate Mary Lane 
last week. It will be replaced by an autumn blaze 
maple tree in the coming weeks. 


hospital grounds, in a few weeks, a re- 
placement tree will be planted, Nolan 
said. It will be an autumn blaze maple, 
which has leaves that turn bright orange 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTOS 


Part of a diseased beech tree at Baystate Mary Lane 
is cut and removed due to public safety concerns. 
The wood was taken to the Brookfield workshop of 
Dr. Roger Lafleur. 


in the fall. It grows three to four feet a 
year and will be expected to grow to 40 
or 50 feet in its maturity, Nolan said. 





FUNDING from page 1 


gram that can help repair the economic 
damage caused by the coronavirus while 
correcting long-standing inequities.” 
“Now is the time to take the pressure 
off of our highway system,” added Con- 
gressman Richard Neal. “We can do this 
with renewable energy in mind. We can 
make this very green friendly and also 
remind people, as we go forward with 
rail, the rest of the world already does 
this, and they’ve embraced it enthusias- 
tically. It’s a very efficient way to travel.” 
Application for the competitive grant 
funding created by the “Brain Train” 
Act would be evaluated based on the 
levels of estimated ridership, increased 
on-time performance, reduced trip time, 
or additional rail service frequency; 
the anticipated provision of passenger 
rail service in regions that are histori- 


cally and persistently unconnected or 
under-connected; and the anticipated 
favorable impact on air or traffic con- 
gestion and safety. 

It also directs DOT to give greater 
preference to projects that encourage di- 
rect connection between multiple modes 
of transportations — train and transit 
stations, bus terminals, subway stations, 
ferry ports, and more; improve conven- 
tional intercity passenger, freight or 
commuter rail operations; provide envi- 
ronmental benefits, reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, improve air quality and 
public health, provide positive econom- 
ic and employment impacts, and pro- 
vide enhanced transportation options 
for persons with disabilities. 

Pittsfield Mayor Linda Tyer spoke at 
the conference as well, noting her city 
has often felt disconnected from the rest 
of the state, and is excited about new 


opportunities expanded rail could have 
for the city. 

“The ability to get on a train and 
quickly get to Springfield, Worcester or 
Boston 1s something many people in our 
city have dreamed about for a very long 
time,” Tyer said. 

Markey confirmed this would not 
be an allocation of existing funds, but 
brand new funds, a new infrastructure 
bill and new passenger rail projects in 
Western Massachusetts and across the 
country. Details such as the construc- 
tion of new tracks and where stops 
would be are left to the individual proj- 
ects to plan. Markey said any form of 
hearings on the legislation will be a part 
of the process, which is dependent on 
when the next coronavirus relief pack- 
age 1s finalized by Congress. 

“Once we begin the discussion on an 
infrastructure bill, then this will be part 


of that discussion,” he said. 

Markey was asked during the press 
conference if the allocation of $25 
billion for public rail transportation 
during a time when the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention are recom- 
mending people avoid mass transit sys- 
tems is a wise course of action. Markey 
said he feels it’s important to prepare 
for a time when society has overcome 
COVID-19. 

“We have to plan for a future that 
allows for people to get back on trains 
again. We have to have a vision of what 
that will look like,” he said. “While we’re 
putting a massive amount of effort into 
finding a vaccine...we need a long term 
vision for passenger rail and we have to 
simultaneously assume that people will 
be going back on passenger rail because 
we will find a public health solution to 
the coronavirus.” 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 
for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Ron (413)896-3324 


ESTATE SALE 


ESTATE SALE- 164 Upper Church 
St., Ware, MA. June 6-7, 8am-2pm. 
Quality furniture; cookware; gardening 
supplies; books; etc. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 





DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
~—— Removal Service 





**x*EKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 

















AV. we TT er 
| 
RINSE 
WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


~ 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


GED CWY 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





ee Phone oe ee 
eee ee eee State: Zip; 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 
EX. Date — CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 





BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
mt BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 











EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add a third ZONE 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 : 
= 
Subtotal __ = 


X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed ___ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


Buying? Selling? 


Our 
Classifieds =~ 
Get Results! } 





BOSTON - The Massachusetts Regis- 
try of Motor Vehicles has announced it 
will be implementing further extensions 
to the renewal timelines for expiring mo- 
tor vehicle inspection stickers, passenger 
plate registrations, professional creden- 
tials, and driver’s licenses and learner’s 
permits, including Commercial Driver’s 
Licenses and Commercial Learner’s Per- 
mits. 

While the RMV has previously an- 
nounced extensions for most credentials, 
passenger plate registrations and inspec- 
tion stickers expired or expiring in March, 
April, and May, this action will apply an 
additional extension to those credentials 
and an extension to some credentials ex- 
piring in June, July, and August. 

These extensions replicate the ongoing 
measures the RMV has taken to reduce 
the need for customers to physically vis- 
it an RMV Service Center or one of its 
business partners’ facilities, allowing for 
‘social-distancing’ by decreasing non-es- 
sential travel and customer volume. Ad- 
ditional, longer-term extensions will also 
allow the RMV to ensure ‘social-distanc- 
ing’ guidelines are met as demand for 
in-person service and renewals resumes 
during the Commonwealth’s reopening 
phases. 

The new changes to expiration exten- 
sions will be in effect as follows: 

¢ Driver’s licenses and ID cards, in- 
cluding Commercial Driver’s Licens- 
es, that expired or will expire in March, 
April, and May 2020, will now expire 
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Massachusetts RMV implements further extensions 


in September 2020 and do not need to 
be renewed at this time. Driver’s licens- 
es and ID cards that will expire in June 
have been extended until October 2020, 
those that will expire in July have been ex- 
tended until November 2020, and those 
that will expire in August have been ex- 
tended until December 2020 and do not 
need to be renewed at this time. The spe- 
cific expiration date typically coincides 
with an individual’s birth date. Custom- 
ers holding an RMV credential marked 
“Limited-Term” that has expired or will 
expire between March | and August 31, 
should visit Mass.gov/RMV for more 
information and to check the validity of 
their credential. The RMV also recently 
introduced an online renewal option for 
CDL holders if they are self-certified in 
the Non-Excepted Interstate category for 
medical certification. 

¢ Learner’s permits, including Com- 
mercial Learner’s Permits, that expired 
or will expire in March, April, and May 
2020, will now expire in December. 
Learner’s permits that will expire in June, 
July, and August will also be extended 
until December. This extension will al- 
low additional time for permit students 
and driving schools to complete in-car 
instruction and a road test when those 
functions are authorized to re-start safely. 

¢ Road tests for CDLs are still being 
conducted during the State of Emergen- 
cy. Massachusetts State Police manage 
CDL road tests and require anyone tak- 
ing a CDL road test to bring and wear a 


face covering for the entirety of the road 
test. 

¢ In accordance with updated guidance 
from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration, all CDL Medical Certifi- 
cates expiring between March | and May 
31 have previously been extended until 
June 30, and no additional extension will 
be applied. However, all CDL Medical 
Certificates expiring between June | and 
Aug. 31 have been extended until Sept. 
30, and do not need to be renewed at this 
time. Extensions to CDL Medical Cer- 
tificates are intended to prevent license 
downgrades and elective medical visits, as 
well as alleviate demand on medical pro- 
viders, during the State of Emergency. 

¢ The annual motor vehicle safety and 
emissions inspection stickers that have ex- 
pired or will expire in March, April, and 
May of this year have been extended until 
July 31. No additional extensions will be 
applied, and inspection stations are open 
at their discretion within the public health 
guidelines to perform this work. 

¢ All passenger plate registrations that 
have expired or will expire in March, 
April, and May of this year have been ex- 
tended until July 31. The RMV has also 
applied a 30-day extension to registra- 
tions that expire in June, which will now 
expire on July 31. Registration renewals 
can continue to be performed online at 
Mass.Gov/RMV during this time. 

¢ All school bus, school pupil (7D), 
and bus registrations that will expire in 
June have been extended 30 days un- 
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til July 2020. Professional credentials 
for School Bus Certificates, School Pu- 
pil Transport Licenses (7D), Inspector 
Licenses, Inspection Station Licenses, 
Driving Instructor Licenses and Driving 
School Licenses that have expired or will 
expire in March, April, and May 2020 
have previously been extended until 90 
days after the State of Emergency 1s lift- 
ed. The RMV has added June expirations 
to the previous extension and profession- 
al credentials that expire in June have 90 
days after the State of Emergency 1s lifted 
to renew. 





Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 








SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinda- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Post your 


h. : 
l4 \ job openings 
in our 


if | | classifieds. 


We get results! 






RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. LOCAL EXCAV./ 
CONST CO. 413-583-8393 


PART TIME HELP NEEDED io 
stack firewood and run equipment. 
Reliability a must. Must have reliable 
transportation. Please call 413-245- 
4500 for details. 


PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 


HHAs, CNAs, Homemakers New 
higher rates. We have offices in 
Palmer, West Springfield & Stur- 
bridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 





TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Applica- 
tions for a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator. Salary is in 
accordance with the Town's current 

wage classification plan. 

Applicants must possess a Massachu- 
setts Grade 5 Operators License and 
valid MA Driver’s license. 

Job descriptions and applications are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092 The position 
will remain open until filled. 

Warren is an EOE. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off-street 
parking, $580/ mo + utilities. Must have 
good rental history 413-262-5082 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSIWG ( 1 


OPPORTUNITY 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





MONSON - 3-ROOM immaculate 
apartment- appliances, off-street park- 
ing, trash removal, NO pets/smoking, 
FLS required $625/ mo. Call 413- 
267-3577 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 


2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN LG. 3 BR off-street park- 


ing, gas heat, appliances. Housing as- 
sistance acceptable. Very good rental 
history. 413-262-5082 


PE ee Se a 
BoE ee BRE ee 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


Real Estate AUCTION 


Reet) 


D R-80 


SUF wae 


280 Old Dana Road 
1,500+ sf. Antique Farmhouse & Barn 
with Subdivision Potential 
Absolute Above Opening Bid of $100k 


Wednesday, June 17 at 11:00am On-site 


Open House: Wednesday, June 10 (11am-1pm) 


———— AUCTIONEERS 


JManning 





Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg. & More at: 


JJManning.com 
or call 800.521.0111 
MA Lic# 3184 ° Ref. #20-1871 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 





NORTH BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE 
NBHS Class of 2020 Scouts enjoy Camp 
p6 Quarantine p12 
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Boys track was poised —_pylic Safety 
for better season p9 Classifieds 








\G 


4 
9 
13 
14 


Friday, June 5, 2020 





Our 


OVER 1000 A/C’S IN STOCK!!! 


FIND YOUR A/C ON SALE HERE! 
IN STORE MATTRESS SALE 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 
OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


SO COME ON IN FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS! 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE THIS NEWSPAPER 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 
Visa eae Franc Ss 
psd Mon.-Fri, 10am- moet oe pen pens ae J 508- 8 8 5 -934 3 


GO TO WHITCOSALES. COM 























WARE 
¥ $205,000 
m= 74 Beaver Lake Road 


7 Rooms, 3 Bedrooms, 
2 Car Garage, Shed, 
In-Ground Pool, 9.5 Acres 
. North Sh -L tt 
www.DorrindaSellsHomes.cOm [RIAN Somes o:amice broker Owner 


978-434-1990 109 West St., Ware 


270 Main St., Spencer 


+ LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


equ: "ae 





a 
\ 


Ue 






98 North Spencer Road 


‘ ~ Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
; 508-885-6100 
508-885-2480 


Sand, Gravel & Asphalt Tsr 


=~ WWW. bondsandandgravel.com 


WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH: 
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We are now allowing customers to come in the store. 
Maximum 10 people in store at a time. 


MUST WEAR A MASK 
OR YOU CANNOT COME IN! 


We still do curbside pickup if you want to call and 


pay for order over the phone. We are doing our best 
to make sure you have a safe experience. 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30; Sat. 8:00-1:00 
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Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 


Dr. Dhillon has been in private practice for more than ten years. 
She has been practicing in Ware since 2010. She is a graduate of Boston University. 
She, along with her dedicated staff, provides a comprehensive range of dental and cosmetic service. 
Same day smile makeovers, same day crowns, implants start to finish, veneers, Botox, dermal fillers, 
root canals, implant supported dentures and wisdom teeth extractions, just to name a few. 
Dr. Dhillon provides exceptional dental care in a warm and comforting environment. 


CONNECTIO 


BUYING OR SELLING... 
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 


0s! ROA) 


REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com 


PRICE REDUCTION 
31 West Main Street, West Brookfield 


Looking for the charm and spacious rooms 





of Yesteryear? This is a Unique opportunity to }® Ze 
own a historical home near West Brookfield’s | 
town common! This beautiful Center Entry Co- jaa 
lonial, built in 1780, has 9 rooms on 2 levels 
including 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths. The 





house encompasses wide floors, 3 fireplaces |f 

and a quaint country kitchen, which includes 

a gas stove and a screened in porch. An ex- ee — 
traordinary feature is its Fireplaced Dining Room! Each bedroom and bathroom are beautifully 
designed, showcasing individualized personalities. The large flat yard is an impressive .95 acres 
and the Property Offers so Many Options for your family. Historic downtown is minutes away and 
offers many fun activities such as an annual asparagus festival, 4th of July bonfire, and white 
Christmas festival of lights! This home is ready to go, don’t delay call for an appointment today! 


Follow us on 
Facebook 























Support Your Hometown Businesses 


SO ONE 


Bring more shoppers to your door 
with locally focused advertising in 
our seater community bei aa 


Call Dan at 413 


Pour Guide to Local 
> Summer Activities . 
& Vacation _ 3:43: 
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Contact,Dan Flynn Today! 


413°967-3505. [ead 


Pooks Inc. 


TURLEY PUBLICATION 





www.dhillonfamilydental.com 


Save When You Purchase All 3 = Filters! 


Filters 


(NAPA Trt) NAPA AUTO PARTS 
4 WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


175 West St., Ware 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield * 508-867-9947 
413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


19 Second St. Brimfield - = 


| Little Alum Pond Neighborhood aN % 
| 2Bedroom e 1 Bath Bungalow jas.%* | 
Renovated Kitchen ¢ Wood Stove |=" 
Hardwood Flooring ® Loft fe 
Deeded Water Rights = 

BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING []q 

Ry) COLOWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART = 
413-387-8608 Led 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 



















SAND & GRAVEL CO 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 
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WOW! LOOK AT THESE 
DINNER SPECIALS! 
BBQ Ribs ¢e BBQ Chicken 
Pulled Pork 
Mac & Cheese 
Offering Fish Daily! 
Soups 
Chili e Clam Chowder 
and “Soup of the Day” 


TAKE-OUT | 
ONLY 
DINNER __ | 


Open Sun.-Wed. 8am-2pm; Thurs.-Sat. 8am-8pm 


E.B. Flatts 


245 W. Main, E. Brookfield * 508-867-6643 


Drop Off 
Your Worn 
American 

Flag! 


173 West Street, Ware, MA e 413-967-7140 





